


The Superior Promise
Galatians 3:15-22



15 To give a human example, brothers: even with
a manmade covenant, no one annuls it or adds
to it once it has been ratified. 16 Now the
promises were made to Abraham and to his offs
pring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,”
referring to many, but referring to one, “And to
your offspring,” who is Christ.

Galatians 3:15-22



17 This is what I mean: the law, which came 430
years afterward, does not annul a covenant
previously ratified by God, so as to make the
promise void. 18 For if the inheritance comes by
the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God
gave it to Abraham by a promise.

Galatians 3:15-22



19 Why then the law? It was added because of
transgressions, until the offspring should come
to whom the promise had been made, and it
was put in place through angels by an
intermediary. 20 Now an intermediary implies
more than one, but God is one.

Galatians 3:15-22



21 Is the law then contrary to the promises of
God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given
that could give life, then righteousness would
indeed be by the law. 22 But the Scripture
imprisoned everything under sin, so that the
promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given
to those who believe.

Galatians 3:15-22



Three Reasons the Promise of Grace 
is Superior to Law

1. Reason 1: The Law Can’t Change God’s Everlasting 
Promise of Grace (Gal 3:15-18; Genesis 15:7-18)

2. Reason 2: The Law Has Inferior Qualities vs. The 
Promise of Grace  (Galatians 3:19-20)

3. Reason 3: The Law’s Purpose – is to Point to The Promise 
of Grace  (Galatians 3:21-22)
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A. God made the Covenant—ultimately with Himself (Gal 
3:15; 17b, Gen 15:7-18)



15 To give a human example, brothers: even with
a manmade covenant, no one annuls it or adds
to it once it has been ratified.

Galatians 3:15



17 This is what I mean: the law, which came 430
years afterward, does not annul a covenant
previously ratified by God, so as to make the
promise void.

Galatians 3:17



7 And he said to him, “I am the Lord who
brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to
give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said,
“O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall
possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer
three years old, a female goat three years old, a
ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young
pigeon.”

Genesis 15:7-18



10 And he brought him all these, cut them in half,
and laid each half over against the other. But
he did not cut the birds in half. 11 And when bird
s of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram
drove them away.12 As the sun was going down,
a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold,
dreadful and great darkness fell upon him.

Genesis 15:7-18



13 Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for
certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a
land that is not theirs and will be servants there,
and they will be afflicted for four hundred years.
14 But I will bring judgment on the nation that the
y serve, and afterward they shall come out with
great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to
your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a
good old age. Genesis 15:7-18



16 And they shall come back here in the fourth
generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not
yet complete.”17 When the sun had gone down a
nd it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a
flaming torch passed between these pieces.
18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with
Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this
land, from the river of Egypt to the great river,
the river Euphrates Genesis 15:7-18



Three Reasons the Promise of Grace 
is Superior to Law

1. Reason 1: The Law Can’t Change God’s Everlasting 
Promise of Grace (Gal 3:15-18; Genesis 15:7-18)

A. God made the Covenant—ultimately with Himself (Gal 
3:15; 17b, Gen 15:7-18)

B. The Promise is “Christ-Based” (Gal 3:16)



16 Now the promises were made to Abraham an
d to his offspring. It does not say, “And to
offsprings,”referring to many, but referring to
one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ.

Galatians 3:16



Three Reasons the Promise of Grace 
is Superior to Law

1. Reason 1: The Law Can’t Change God’s Everlasting 
Promise of Grace (Gal 3:15-18; Genesis 15:7-18)

A. God made the Covenant—ultimately with Himself (Gal 
3:15; 17b, Gen 15:7-18)

B. The Promise is “Christ-Based” (Gal 3:16)

C. Timing Matters! (Gal 3:17)



17 This is what I mean: the law, which came 430
years afterward, does not annul a covenant
previously ratified by God, so as to make the
promise void.

Galatians 3:17



Three Reasons the Promise of Grace 
is Superior to Law

1. Reason 1: The Law Can’t Change God’s Everlasting 
Promise of Grace (Gal 3:15-18; Genesis 15:7-18)

A. God made the Covenant—ultimately with Himself (Gal 
3:15; 17b, Gen 15:7-18)

B. The Promise is “Christ-Based” (Gal 3:16)

C. Timing Matters! (Gal 3:17)

D. The Promise is Secure (Gal 3:18)



18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no
longer comes by promise; but God gave it to
Abraham by a promise.

Galatians 3:18



Three Reasons the Promise of Grace 
is Superior to Law

1. Reason 1: The Law Can’t Change God’s Everlasting 
Promise of Grace (Gal 3:15-18; Genesis 15:7-18)

2. Reason 2: The Law Has Inferior Qualities vs. The 
Promise of Grace  (Galatians 3:19-20)
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 A. The Law is “Temporary” – The Promise is 
Everlasting  (Galatians 3:19)



19 Why then the law? It was added because of
transgressions, until the offspring should come
to whom the promise had been made, and it
was put in place through angels by an
intermediary.

Galatians 3:19



Three Reasons the Promise of Grace 
is Superior to Law

1. Reason 1: The Law Can’t Change God’s Everlasting 
Promise of Grace (Gal 3:15-18; Genesis 15:7-18)

2. Reason 2: The Law Has Inferior Qualities vs. The 
Promise of Grace  (Galatians 3:19-20)

 A. The Law is “Temporary” – The Promise is 
Everlasting  (Galatians 3:19)

 B. The Law Required a Mediator – The Promise did not 
(Galatians 3:19a-20)



19 Why then the law? It was added because of
transgressions, until the offspring should come
to whom the promise had been made, and it
was put in place through angels by an
intermediary. 20 Now an intermediary implies
more than one, but God is one.

Galatians 3:19-20
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Promise of Grace (Gal 3:15-18; Genesis 15:7-18)

2. Reason 2: The Law Has Inferior Qualities vs. The 
Promise of Grace  (Galatians 3:19-20)

3. Reason 3: The Law’s Purpose – is to Point to The Promise 
of Grace  (Galatians 3:21-22)

 A. The Law was not Given to Provide Life  (Galatians 3:21)



21 Is the law then contrary to the promises of
God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given
that could give life, then righteousness would
indeed be by the law.

Galatians 3:21



Three Reasons the Promise of Grace 
is Superior to Law

1. Reason 1: The Law Can’t Change God’s Everlasting 
Promise of Grace (Gal 3:15-18; Genesis 15:7-18)

2. Reason 2: The Law Has Inferior Qualities vs. The 
Promise of Grace  (Galatians 3:19-20)

3. Reason 3: The Law’s Purpose – is to Point to The Promise 
of Grace  (Galatians 3:21-22)

 A. The Law was not Given to Provide Life  (Galatians 3:21)

 B. The Law’s Purpose: Reveal Sin; Point to the Promise  
(Galatians 3:22)



22 But the Scripture imprisoned everything
under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus
Christ might be given to those who believe.

Galatians 3:22



Summary Outline of Galatians

1.) Gospel of Grace Affirmed & Paul’s Apostleship  
 Defended (Ch. 1-2)

2.) Establishing Salvation By Grace Alone – “Grace 
 Explained”  (Ch. 3-4)  

3.) How to Walk in Grace – “Grace Applied”  (Ch. 5-6)
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