






























Encouraging Faith in Your Adult Child - Part 1

I. The spiritual lives of young adults today



II. The current state of evangelism and discipleship.



III. The two core causes of the generational spiritual decline



Root Cause #1: Core changes in the Christian family

A. Prior to the early 1900’s, there was a clear understanding that parents and grandparents were responsible for the evangelism and discipleship of their children.


B. The 20th century saw a radical decline in the centerpiece of the Christian household – family worship.


Deuteronomy 6:5-7
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. These commands that I give to you today are to be upon your hearts. Teach them diligently to your children. Talk about them when you sit at home, when you rise up, when you lie down, and when you walk along the way.”







C. The loss of family worship was tragically worsened in the 20th Century with the breakdown of the Christian extended family.

Root Cause #2: Core changes in the Christian Church

A. Slippage on the doctrine of the sufficiency of Scripture

2 Tim 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

B. The four essential questions for a Christian regarding the Bible. 

1. Do you believe the Bible is God’s word?
2. Do you believe it is completely true?
3. Are you willing to submit all your thoughts and opinions on every matter of faith and life to it?
4. Are you willing to do what it says, even if you don’t want to?

IV. Three messages of “Never Too Late”

	Message #1: You are not alone

	Message #2: It is never too late

	Message #3: Set your heart and mind clearly on the goal

“Your son or daughter, loving God with all their heart, fully trusting in Jesus for their present and their future and arriving safely home together.”

V. Four biblical principles on the path toward helping our adult children follow Jesus

OFFER your heart to the Lord
TURN your heart to your child
DRAW your child’s heart to yours
POINT your child’s heart toward Christ










Principle #1: Offering Your Heart to the Lord

Deuteronomy 6:4-7, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. These commandments that I give to you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children.”

Deuteronomy 32:46, “Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may command your children to obey carefully all the words of this law.”

A. Two extreme perspectives

TOTAL RESPONSIBILITY			NO RESPONSIBILITY
__________________________________________________


Ezekiel 18:20 – “total responsibility” is not biblical

Exodus 20:4-6 – “no responsibility” is not biblical


TOTAL RESPONSIBILITY				NO RESPONSIBILITY
GUILT							                PASSIVITY
NO ______				        		             NO ______ (
PRAY
) (
REPENT
)__			  



	
B. Fervent prayer

	Praying for, and requesting prayer, for what we really want!

	C. Repentance








Encouraging Faith in Your Adult Child - Part 2

Principle #2: Turning Your Heart to Your Child

I. Luke 1:16-17

II. Praying for a heart of compassion

	A. Matthew 9:36

	B. Recognizing the spiritual battle

III. A barrier to turning our hearts

	A. Past hurt

	B. Biblical forgiveness

		Hebrews 12:15, Colossians 3:13

		Phase 1 – Forgiveness with the will

		Phase 2 – Forgiveness from the heart

		Phase 3 – Reconciliation of the relationship









Principle #3: Drawing Your Child’s Heart to Yours


I. The shortest distance between your child’s heart and Christ – is YOU
					
Proverbs 23:24 The father of a righteous man has great joy; he who has a wise son delights in him. 25 May your father and mother be glad; may she who gave you birth rejoice! 26 My son, give me your heart


II. Repairing broken foundations

	A. Asking for forgiveness


	B. Apologizing biblically

1. Clearly state what you did or didn’t do, without qualification and without excuse.

2. Declare that what you did or didn’t do was wrong, and that you regret it.

3. Ask them, “Will you please forgive me?”


III. Building new foundations

A. Communicate your fears and anxieties in regards to talking with your son or daughter about spiritual things.


B. Invite your son or daughter to be honest with you about their fears and anxieties about talking about spiritual things with you.


C. Seek to understand before seeking to be understood


D. Elevate honesty as a top value in the relationship, even if honesty means your child telling you something you don’t want to hear.






Principle #4: Point Your Child’s Heart To Christ

I. Be not ashamed of the Gospel!

II. It is worth the risk

III. Conversation starters

A. Look for opportunities to share your stories of repentance and spiritual growth.


B. Look for opportunities to bring the conversation back to Jesus.


C. Write a blessing letter.


D. Ask them to help you be obedient to God in a way that won’t annoy them or drive them away.




Conclusion and Prayer





















I hope that today’s conference was an encouragement to you in your lifelong mission as a parent.

To develop a more thorough Bible-driven game plan to encourage faith in your adult children, please get a copy of our book Never Too Late, which is available here at the conference or online.

Share the hope! Consider leading a “Never Too Late” group in your home or church family using our all-new video Bible study which is available on our website. 

Continue to receive hope and help for your family relationships through our weekly podcast, Family Vision, which is available on any podcast service or YouTube.

God’s Love, Rob and Amy Rienow


Subscribe to the Family Vision Podcast on YouTube


Dr. Rob and Amy Rienow - Visionary Family Ministries - www.VisionaryFam.com

Search "Visionary Family Ministries" to connect on
Facebook   YouTube   Instagram   Twitter    Podcast     LinkedIn
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