


The True Sons of Abraham
Galatians 3:6-9



Four Truths Regarding the 

True Sons of  Abraham

1. True Sons of  Abraham are Not Determined through 

Physical Descent 

2. True Sons of  Abraham are Not Determined by 

Circumcision or Works

3. True Sons of  Abraham are Determined by Grace Alone, 

Through Faith Alone

4. True Sons of  Abraham Include Both Jew and Gentile!



28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor 
is circumcision that which is outward in the 
flesh. 29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; 
and circumcision is that which is of the heart, 
by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is 
not from men, but from God.

Romans 2.28-29



1. “All Israelites have a portion in the world to 
come.”

John MacArthur



1. “All Israelites have a portion in the world to 
come.”

2. “The delivering merits of the fathers.”

John MacArthur



5 Then Jerusalem was going out to him, and all 
Judea and all the district around the Jordan; 
6 and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan 
River, as they confessed their sins. 7 But when he 
saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers, 
who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

Matthew 3:5-9



8 “Therefore bear fruit in keeping with 
repentance; 9 and do not suppose that you can 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our 
father’; for I say to you that from these stones 
God is able to raise up children to Abraham.”

Matthew 3:5-9



John 8:31-44a
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1. True Sons of  Abraham are Not Determined through 

Physical Descent 

2. True Sons of  Abraham are Not Determined by 

Circumcision or Works

3. True Sons of  Abraham are Determined by Grace Alone, 

Through Faith Alone

4. True Sons of  Abraham Include Both Jew and Gentile!



9 God said further to Abraham, “Now as for you, you 
shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants 
after you throughout their generations. 10 “This is My 
covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and 
you and your descendants after you: every male 
among you shall be circumcised. 11 “And you shall 
be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin, and it 
shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and 
you.”

Genesis 17:9-11



16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham 
and to his seed. He does not say, “And to 
seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, 
“And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 17 What I am 
saying is this: the Law, which came four 
hundred and thirty years later…

Galatians 3:16-17a



9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on 
the uncircumcised also? For we say, “FAITH 
WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 10 How then was it 
credited? While he was circumcised, or 
uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but 
while uncircumcised…

Romans 4:9-10
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True Sons of  Abraham

1. True Sons of  Abraham are Not Determined through 
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6 Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT 
WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of 
faith who are sons of Abraham.

Galatians 3:6-7



1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your 
country, And from your relatives And from your 
father’s house, To the land which I will show you; 
2And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless 
you, And make your name great; And so you shall be 
a blessing; 3 And I will bless those who bless you, 
And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you 
all the families of the earth will be blessed.”

Genesis 12:1-3



1After these things the word of the LORD came to 
Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not fear, Abram, I am 
a shield to you; Your reward shall be very great.” 
2Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will You give me, 
since I am childless, and the heir of my house is 
Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Since You 
have given no offspring to me, one born in my house 
is my heir.” 

Genesis 15:1-6



4Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, 
saying, “This man will not be your heir; but one who 
will come forth from your own body, he shall be your 
heir.” 5And He took him outside and said, “Now look 
toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are 
able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall 
your descendants be.” 6Then he believed in the 
LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Genesis 15:1-6



1Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the 
LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am 
God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless. 
2“I will establish My covenant between Me and you, 
And I will multiply you exceedingly.” 3Abram fell on 
his face, and God talked with him, saying, 

Genesis 17:1-6



4“As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, And 
you will be the father of a multitude of nations. 5“No 
longer shall your name be called Abram, But your 
name shall be Abraham; For I will make you the 
father of a multitude of nations. 6“I have made you 
exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, 
and kings will come forth from you.

Genesis 17:1-6



9Then they came to the place of which God had told 
him; and Abraham built the altar there and arranged 
the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on 
the altar, on top of the wood. 10Abraham stretched 
out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11But 
the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven 
and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” 

Genesis 22:9-13



12He said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the 
lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you 
fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your 
only son, from Me.” 13Then Abraham raised his eyes 
and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in 
the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and 
took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering 
in the place of his son.

Genesis 22:9-13



17By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up 
Isaac, and he who had received the promises was 
offering up his only begotten son; 18it was he to 
whom it was said, “IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS 
SHALL BE CALLED.” 
19He considered that God is able to raise people 
even from the dead, from which he also received 
him back as a type.

Hebrews 11:17-19



Four Truths Regarding the 

True Sons of  Abraham

1. True Sons of  Abraham are Not Determined through 

Physical Descent 

2. True Sons of  Abraham are Not Determined by 
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3. True Sons of  Abraham are Determined by Grace Alone, 

Through Faith Alone

4. True Sons of  Abraham Include Both Jew and Gentile!



8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the 
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “ALL THE 
NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU.”

9 So then those who are of faith are blessed 
with Abraham, the believer. 

Galatians 3:8-9
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