- Perfecting Holiness

2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1



14 Do not be yoked.together W|th unbellevers For what-do
righteousness and chkedness have in. common?-Or what fellowship can
light have with darkness?. 15 Whalt harmony RUE) between Christand = .
Belial? What does a believer have in comimon with.an unbellever’> 6
- What agreement is there between the temple of God and |dols’? For we
are the temple ofthe living God. As God has said: “I will live with them
and walk among them, and T will-be their God, and they will be my |
people.” 17 “Therefore cone out from them and be separate, says the
Lord. Touch no unclean thing,-and l will receive you.” 18 “l will be a -
Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters; says the Lord
Almighty.” 1 Since we havé.these promises, dear friends, let us punfy |
ourselves from everything that contaminates body and splnt perfectmg
holiness out of reverence for God. "™ ' '

2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 i ' A



1. The:.Command (Verses 14-16a)



"1 'King Solomon, however Ioved many foreign women: besrdes
‘Pharaoh’s daughter—Moabrtes Ammonites, Edomrtes Sidonians and
Hittites. 2 They were from nations: about which the: Lord had told the

turn your hearts after-their gods.” Nevertheless Solomon held fast to
them in love. 3 He had seven hundred wives aof royaI birth and three
hunered concubines, and his.wives led him: astray. 4 As Solomon grew_
old, his wives turned his héart after other gods, and his heart was not
fully devoted to the-Lord- his God, as the. heart ofsDavid his father had
been. 5 He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of. the Srdonrans and
Molech the detestable god.of the Ammonites. 6 So Solomon did evil in

the eyes of the:Lord; he did not foIIow the. Lord completely as Davrd ..
‘his father had done. = _- :

1 Kings 11:1-6 | (3 e

sraelites, “You must not mtermarry with them; because they will surely
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- Light vs darkness y i ' '
John 3:19-21 “Thls is the verdlct nght has
come into.the world, but men loved darkness " .
instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20
Everyone who does.evil hates thé light, and will not
- come into the light for fear that his‘deeds will be
exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes - -
~ into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what
he has done has been done through God.” -

- 1 John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light, as he is

in the light; we.have fellowship-with one another, -

- and the blood of Jesus his Son punfles usS from all
sin.”



8 TheE.Iab(').rfat'iQn'-(Vé'r.'sé.s.'16b-18)'



y WI|| Walk among you and be your God
- and you- WI|| be my people

'.LeVitiCU.S 20:12 . | - 3  Nvaa



They Wlll'be my people and | WI|| be
- their God

"Jeremiah 32:38 . 2 - 3 | '.‘N|V8'4



As God has sald “I WI|| live with them and
-~ walk amoeng them, and | will be thelr God
and they will be my people |

The New Internatlonal Version (1984) |



Blessed is the man who does not walk in.the -
counsel.of the wicked .or “stand-in the way of -
sinners or sit in the. seat of mockers. 2 But his
- delight is in the law of the Lord; and on his law -
- he meditates day and night. 3 Heis like atree
planted by streams:of water, whieh yields its
fruitin season and vvhose leaf does not W|ther

Whatever he: does prospers

" Psalm Tls—3 9 . 2 - 3 ' S NI



1 Corlnthlans 5 9 10 s have ertten you in
-my letter Aot to assemate with sexually

~ immoral people— 19 not.at all meaning the

people of this world.who are Immaral, .or the

_ greedy and swmdlers or |dolaters In that |



1 Corinthians 7:31 “. those who use the
things of the world, as |f not: engrossed n
them. For;this World |n |ts present form is
' passrng away | s 5 -

2 Timothy 24 “No Soldierin active service
-entangles hrmse1f in the affairs of everyday e

. life—he wants to please-the one who
enlisted him as a soldier.” |



2 | will be careful to Iead ! blameless '
life— when will you Come tome?.I will
~walk In my house Wlth blameless heart. -
3 1 will set hefore my. eyes no_ vile thlng
The deeds of falthless men-| hate they
‘will hot cling to me..

" Psalm 101:2— 3_ ¥ ik ' S CNiver



3. The Goal (2 Cor 7:1) -



~ Since we have these promises, dear
friends, let us purify oursélves from.
“everything that contaminates body and
- spirit, perfectlng hollness out of
_ reverence for God

e Corinthians 7_21 . | - 3 ' S NI



-

“... so that you will not sin.”

1 John 2.1 (NIV1984)



- The apostle John sald "My dear chlldren I vvrlte thls
to you so that you-will not sin® (1 John 2: l) The

whole purpose of John's letter; hie says, is that we

not sin.-One day as l.was studylng this.chapter |

- realized that my personal life's objective regardmg

hbliness was - Iess than that of John's. He was

- saying, in effect, "Make it.your aim not to sin:' As |

thought about thls |.realized that deep- within my

heart my real aim was not to Sin very much. 1 found
It difficult to say, Yes Lord, from here on | will make.
1t:my aim fnot to sin:" | reahzed God was calling me™ . ..

.- that day to a deeperlevel of commitment to holiness
than | had previously been willing to make.



- Can you |mag|ne a soldler gomg mto battle

with the aim of "not gettlng hit véry much*?

The very suggestlon is ridiculous. His.aim S

- not to gethit at all! Yet if we have not made

~ a commitment to holiness witheut exception,

we are like-a soldier going, into battle with

the -aim of not gettlng hit very'much. We can
be sure if that.is ‘our aim, we will be hit - not. -

. with bullets, but with temptatlon over and °

over agaln



- Jonathan E.dwards .o;h'e of the Qré’ét 'p_re'ac,he.rs.
of early American htstory used to make |

resolutions. One .of his was, "Resolved, neverto

do anything whichl*would be afraid‘to do if-it
~were the last hour-of my life.": Dare we modern- -
- day Christians make such a resolution? Are we
willing to commit ourselves tp the-practice of

holiness without exceptions? There is no point .
“In praying for. victory over temptation if we are. .
not willing to make a commitment-to-say notoit.. -

" — The Pursuit of Holiness (Jerry Bridges)



14 Do not set foot on the path of the =
- chked or Walk |n the way of evil men |
- 15 Avoid. |t do not travel on-it; turn from '

It and go on your way e s

"Pr,overb.s 4214—_1‘5. | ¥ 3 . .. e T



Satan often tempts me to 90.as near to g
temptations as pOSSIble without commlttlng
“the sin. This is fearful—temptmg God and
- grieving the: Holy Ghost It IS a deep Iald plot
ofSatan £ B |

_(M'Cheyne’s Personal Reformation)”



4. The.Driving Force (2 Cor 7:1)



That Is, the fear.of God is the anrmatrng and

invigorating.principle ofagodly life. 1t.is the

~wellspring of all godly desires.and aspirations.
- Do you desire to be a godly person? Then -

you must understand and grow 1N the fear of
- God. e

» Brrdges Jerry The Joy of Fearrng God (p 25)'.



| There are onIy four other t|mes in‘the NT When .
Popog, “fear,” is followed by-one of the persons of
the Godhead as an objective genrtrve In,aII of
these examples, the softer term respect Is-not

- adequate. The first passage is in the context of the .
church thatwas walking in the fear of the Lord, that .

- is, fear in the sense-of awe and reverence. The

other three references are in the context of
Judgment where “fear; reverence, and awe are well
suited to the context. Kasemann states The fear.of. -
the Lord is’ gle empty rhetorical’ phrase: here.” Ernst . .
-Kasemann, “Ministry and Community in the New
Testament In Essays on New Testament Themes



“The fear of. the Lord IS the beglnmng of
“wisdom,-and knowledge of the Holy
One is understandlng =

" Proverbs 9:10 ¢ ° & R e



Do not Iet your heart envy srnners But -
live In the fear of the Lord always |

" Proverbs 23:17 AT AR T Wass
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