A Study In Ecclesiastes




“There 1s nothing 1n the
world ... that would so
effectively help one to
survive even the worst
conditions as the
knowledge that there is
meaning in one’s life.
Despair 1s suffering
without meaning.”

Viktor Frank
26 Mar 1905 — 2 Sept 1997




“Ecclesiastes 1s a lot
like an octopus: just
when you have all the
tentacles under control
— that 1s, you have
understood the book -
there 1s one waiving
about in the air!”

Craig Bartholomew
3 Aug 1961 — Present



16 All Seripture 1s breathed out by God and
profitable {or teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in
righteousness,

17 that the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work.

| Timothy 3:16 - 17



“The design of the book
1s to teach us to use
with grateful hearts the
things present and the
creatures of God, which
are bountifully
bestowed upon us by
God, without anxiety...

Martin Luther
1483-1546



...about future
temporal blessings;
to have a quiet and
tranquil heart,

and a mind full of
cheerfulness and
contentment with the
dealings of God”

Martin Luther
1483-1546




The Author:

Solomon




Why do we Know
Solomon Is the Author?

1. Internal evidence: 1:1, 16; 2:9
2. Experiences 1n Ecclesiastes
fit him (I Kings 3-4)



Was Solomon Saved?

1. Would God have an un-redeemed
man record Scripture?

2. Would God have an un-redeemed
man build Him a Temple?



Was Solomon Saved?

4. David wasn’t concerned with his
son’s salvation (II Chron 22).

5. Could an un-redeemed man pray
the way he did in II Chronicles 67

6. 1 Kings 3:3



“If the world has
your heart,

why would you
think that
Heaven 1s your
home?”

Paul Washer
19601 - Present



“Sin 1s so wretched
and powertul that,
even in a redeemed
person, 1t hangs on
and contaminates his
living and {rustrates

his inner desire to
obey the will of God.”

John MacArthur

19 June 1939 - Present
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1. Translated “preacher” or
“assembler” or “gatherer”

2. One who summons others to hear
a message



27 Behold, this 1s what I found,
says the Preacher,

while adding one thing

to another

to 1ind the scheme of things—

Ecclesiastes 7:27



13 The end of the matter;

all has been heard.

Fear God and keep his commandments,
for this 1s the whole duty of man.

14 For God will bring every deed into
judgment, with every secret thing,
whether good or evil.

Ecclesiastes 12:1314



Ecclesiastes

The Setting and
Date of Writing



Other Themes:

The Purpose &

To Convince Us of the Uselessness
of Any World View that does not
include Glorifying and Fearing God




15 Do not love the world or the things
in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father 1s not in
him. *© For all that 1s 1n the world—
the desires of the flesh and the
desires of the eyes and pride of life—

| John 2:1517



1s not from the Father but 1s
from the world.

17 And the world 1s passing away
along with its desires,

but whoever does the will of God
abides forever.

| John 2:1517



“The traiic results of

John MacArthur

19 June 1939 - Present




