


“The Law’s Inability”

Romans 7:14-25



“*O to grace how great a
debtor; daily I'm
constrained to be!

Let that grace now, like a
fetter bind my wandering
heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, |
feel it, prone to leave the
God I love;

Here’s my heart; O take
and seal it; seal it for thy
courts above.”

Robert Robinson
27 Sept1735-9 June 1790
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1. Non-Christians do not desire to obey The
Law of God (vs. 15-16, 18-19, 21-22)




 Why Romans 7:14-15 is describing a Christian

1. Non-Christians do not desire to obey The
Law of God (vs. 15-16, 18-19, 21-22)

2. It Is clear Paul loathes sin within him




Thomas Watson
1 March 1637 -3 June 1717




Thomas Watson
1 March 1637 -3 June 1717




“The difference between an
unconverted and a
converted man, is not that
one has sins and the other
has none. But the one takes
part with his cherished sins
against a dreaded god and
the other takes part with his
reconciled God against his
hated sin”

William Arnot
6 Nov 1808 -3 June 1875
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 Why Romans 7:14-15 is describing a Christian

1. Non-Christians do not desire to obey The Law
of God (vs. 15-16, 18-19, 21-22)

2. It 1s clear Paul loathes sin within him

3. Paul shifts from the past (vs. 7-13) to the
present tense

4. It Is normal for the Christian to wrestle with sin
(Rom 8:23: Gal 5:16)

5. Context: Romans 6, 8
6. Paul’s punctuationinvs. 15




KEY POINT:

It Is right to acknowledge and lament the
Internal struggle between sin and
obedience.




. Human Lamenting About Sin (vs. 14-24)

A. The First Lament (vs. 14-17) - “| am acting
carnally.”

1. Our Condition (vs. 14)




| Timothy 1:25
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. Human Lamenting About Sin (vs. 14-24)

A. The First Lament (vs. 14-17) - “l am acting
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Psalm 139:23-24



. Human Lamenting About Sin (vs. 14-24)

A. The First Lament (vs. 14-17) - “l am acting
carnally.”

1. Our Condition (vs. 14)
2. The Evidence of Our Condition (vs. 15)
3. Where Does It Come From? (vs. 16-17)



Old Man, Sin Nature and Flesh

1. Old Man - all that we were in Adam, which has
been crucified with Christ

2. Sin Nature - the predisposition to evil; our
capacity to sin

3. Flesh - the remnants of the old man or sin
nature
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|. Human Lamenting About Sin (vs. 14-24)
A. The First Lament (vs. 14-17) - “l am acting

carnally.”
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righteously.”
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A. The First Lament (vs. 14-17) - “l am acting

carnally.”

B. The Second Lament (vs. 18-20) - “I keep on
acting carnally.”

C. The Third Lament (vs. 21-23) - “l want to act
righteously.”

1. Our Condition (vs. 21)
2. The Evidence of Our Condition (vs. 22-23a)



Romans 13:14



. Human Lamenting About Sin (vs. 14-24)
A. The First Lament (vs. 14-17) - “l am acting

carnally.”

B. The Second Lament (vs. 18-20) - “l keep on
acting carnally.”

C. The Third Lament (vs. 21-23) - “I want to act
righteously.”

1. Our Condition (vs. 21)
2. The Evidence of Our Condition (vs. 22-23a)
3. Where Does It Come From? (vs. 23b)



John 16:33



Human Lamenting About Sin (vs. 14-24)

A. The First Lament (vs. 14-17) - “lam acting
carnally.”

B. The Second Lament (vs. 18-20) - “l keep on
acting carnally.”

C. The Third Lament (vs. 21-23) - “l want to act
righteously.”

D. One Final Lament (vs. 24) - “I| need
deliverance.”



. Human Lamenting About Sin (vs. 14-24)

II. A Divine Answer About Our Deliverance
VERWAS)
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