
 

 

“Instructions for the Idle” 
II Thessalonians 3:6-12 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 

- A Primer on a Biblical Work Ethic 
 
 
 
 
 

- Challenges to Work 
 
 
 
 
 

- Ecclesiastes 5:19 
-  

 
 
Key Point: Not working is not the ___________________; the _____________________ to work is the problem. 
 
 
EXPOSITION: Instructions for the Idle 
 
 

I. _________________________________________________ (vs. 6) 
 

- I Thessalonians 5:14; I Corinthians 15:33 
 
 
 
 

II. Paul’s Example of Not Being Idle (vs. 7-10) 
 

A. _________________________________ (vs. 7-9) 
 

- I Thessalonians 1:6 
 



 

 
- What did Paul do? 

 
 
 
 

- Pastors like Paul must not be in ministry for ________________________________________ (I Tim 3:8; Tit 1:7; 
I Pet 5:2) or be _________________________________________ (I Tim 3:3). Since the love of money is the 
root of all kinds of evil, it does not behoove a pastor like Paul to minister to others to accumulate 
wealth (I Tim 6:9-10; Heb 13:5). 
 
 

- I Timothy 5:17-18; Matthew 10:5-8; Matthew 10:9-11 
 

 
 

B. ________________________________________ (vs. 10) 
 
 

- Proverbs 16:26 
 
 

- The Sin of Idleness 
 

 
 

III. What to Do About Idleness (vs. 11-12) 
 

A. _________________ (vs. 11) 
 

- I Timothy 4:15; I Timothy 5:13 
 
 

B. ________________________________ (vs. 12) 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 


