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“Christians are the most forgiven 
people in the world. 
Therefore, we should be the most 
forgiving people in the world.”



I. Introduction to the Series
II. Who God Is as a Reconciler
III. Who We Are In Conflict

A. What Is the Cause of Conflict?
B. What Should Motivate Us to Resolve 

Conflict?
IV. How We Must Respond - 5 Ways 

A. Disarm Your Anger
B. Be a Peacemaker
C. Be Forgiving
D. Manage the Criticism
E. Learn the Righteous Way to Disagree



What Is Forgiveness?

1. “To remove the guilt or obligation of any 
punishment” 

2. “A temporary or permanent suspension 
of judgment”

3. “Cancellation of debt”
4. From Greek word, which means “to let go, 

to release” and another Greek word 
“to bestow favor freely or unconditionally”



Jay Adams, From 
Forgiven to Forgiving

“When we forgive another, 
you declare that you are 
canceling his debt, 
removing his guilt, 
and promising that you will 
never bring up his guilt, 
and promising that you will 
never again bring up his 
offenses to use against him.”



1. To not dwell on the incident. 
GOOD THOUGHT

2. To not bring up the incident again 
and use it against you. 
HURT YOU NOT

3. To not talk to others about this 
incident. GOSSIP NEVER

4. To not let this incident stand 
between you and me in our 
relationship. FRIENDS FOREVER

When You Forgive You Promise…  
from The Young Peacemaker 
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1. God is the primary example of 
forgiveness (Titus 3:4-7).
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When Should We Forgive?

1. God is the primary example of 
forgiveness (Titus 3:4-7).

2. The nature of the sin will determine how 
quickly you are to forgive. 

3. Unforgiveness is not an option 
(Matthew 6:14-15).



Qualities of Forgiveness 
from Philemon

1. Forgiveness creates thankfulness (vs. 4-5).



Qualities of Forgiveness 
from Philemon

1. Forgiveness creates thankfulness (vs. 4-5).
2. Forgiveness blesses others (vs. 7).



Qualities of Forgiveness 
from Philemon

1. Forgiveness creates thankfulness (vs. 4-5).
2. Forgiveness blesses others (vs. 7).
3. Forgiveness receives (vs. 8-14).



Qualities of Forgiveness 
from Philemon

1. Forgiveness creates thankfulness (vs. 4-5).
2. Forgiveness blesses others (vs. 7).
3. Forgiveness receives (vs. 8-14).
4. Forgiveness restores (vs. 15-19).



Qualities of Forgiveness 
from Philemon

1. Forgiveness creates thankfulness (vs. 4-5).
2. Forgiveness blesses others (vs. 7).
3. Forgiveness receives (vs. 8-14).
4. Forgiveness restores (vs. 15-19).
5. Forgiveness brings encouragement (vs. 20).



Qualities of Forgiveness from 
Philemon

6. Forgiveness is obedience (vs. 21).



Ephesians 4:32 

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, 

as God in Christ forgave you.



Colossians 3:13 

Bearing with one another and, 
if one has a complaint against another, 

forgiving each other; 
as the Lord has forgiven you, 

so you also must forgive.



Qualities of Forgiveness from 
Philemon

6. Forgiveness is obedience (vs. 21).
7. Forgiveness invites accountability 

(vs. 22-24).



Philippians 1:6 

And I am sure of this, that he who began a 
good work in you will bring it to completion 

at the day of Jesus Christ.



Jay Adams, From 
Forgiven to Forgiving

“Forgiveness is the oil that 
keeps the machinery of the 
Christian home and church 
running smoothly. 
In a world where even those 
who have been declared 
perfect in Christ sin, 
there is much to forgive. 
Christians who must work 
together closely find…



Jay Adams, From 
Forgiven to Forgiving

“…themselves denting each 
others’ fenders, 
ow and then taking out a 
taillight or two, and at times 
even having head-on 
collisions. Under such 
conditions, forgiveness is 
what keeps things from 
breaking down completely.”


